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Board  of  Directors 
2023-2024 

 
President Roger Emigh 
Roger@cvpoc.com 
 
Vice President Dave Cox 
<adigman2018@gmail.com> 
 
Treasurer Dory Hethcote              
(541) 610-5467 or heth-
cote1950@gmail.com 
 
Tommy Brunetto 
(541) 901-1938 or tommy@cvpoc.com 
 
Director Ila Mae Robinson 
(541) 991-3891 or ILA-
MAE.TOOTSIE@GMAIL.COM 
 
Director (Secretary) Glenn Singley 
Glenn@cvpoc.com 
 
Director Nancy Brock 
Nancybrock@cvpoc.com 
 

Business Office:  
(541) 997-3312  

Fax:  (541) 902-0103 

Available for general business 
9am - 3:00pm 

Park Operations Manager:  

Carlla Van de Vyver  
POM@CVPOC.COM 

Phone 360-521-8428  

Maintenance Office:  
(541) 997-3583 

Hours of Operation 
Maintenance staff on premises  

Mon - Fri from 7:30 am –4:30pm 
Available 24/7 for  

park maintenance emergencies 

Newsletter Date 
Volume 1, Issue 1 

Your Organization 

NOTICES   

 Facility Hours: Hours for the laundry room 24-7 with code, Clubhouse  

bathrooms—24-7. Clubhouse is open 8:00 am — 9:00 pm       

 Office hours M-F 9:00 am — 3:00 pm  Masks required for entry if you are ill. 

 The mailroom is open from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm 

 Pool is open.  Hours 9:00 a.m.—8:30 p.m. 

 .Board Meeting October 21, 2023 @ 10:00 a.m.—Sand Lot 

 Clubhouse is open until 9:00 p.m. 

Office will be closed on Labor Day (Sept 4th) 

WWW.COASTVILLAGEFLORENCE.COM 

SEPTEMBER 2023 ISSUE 9 

 
COAST 
VILLAGE 
REPORTER 

  September Ramblings from your President 

As we come to the end of another summer with 
little or no rain, again in Moderate to Severe 
Drought, you may notice Greenbelt plants 
around CV that are in bad shape. It's important 
to remember that many of these plants, includ-
ing the native rhodys, are fine being in full sun 
but Only if they are getting enough water. Take 
away enough water and only those in the shade 
of large trees are going to survive.    
Too much sun + no water = dead plants. 
Plenty of shade + no water = sad plants. 
Let's hope for lots of rain in September and 
even more in October (to bring the Coho into 
Siltcoos/Tahkenitch) but until then, take a look 
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at the plants around your lot and consider giving them a big drink of water, 
it might just make the difference between them living or dying. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR 2023/2024! 

 

PRESIDENT—ROGER EMIGH 

VICE PRESIDENT—DAVE COX 

SECRETARY—GLENN SINGLEY 

TREASURER—DORY HETHCOAT 

BOARD MEMBER—TOMMY BRUNETTO 

BOARD MEMBER—NANCY BROCK 

BOARD MEMBER ILAMAE ROBINSON 

 

A HUGE THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE ELECTION PRO-

CESS.     
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NEW: 
 
We are offering an honor system DVD checkout at the post office. 
Add to it, take one home and bring it back or bring one in you no long-
er watch.  
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MEMORIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

Many will remember Gene Shotwell who lived here in Coast Village 

for many years as a good friend, always ready with a helping hand 

and a friendly greeting. 

Gene passed away on August 18th after a short illness. 

Gene is pictured here with his wife Donna in 2005. 

Both Gene and Donna are missed by many.   
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MAINTENANCE 

Ben Davidson, Maintenance Supervisor 

Completed:    

 Repair to pump station #5 

 Repair to alarm on pump station #3 

 Repair to switch on pump station #2 

 Mowing, weed-eating, blowing 

 Trimming, brush removal 

 Painting and resealing roof on maintenance garage  

 Painting and resealing roof on maintenance office 

 Repair of toilets in clubhouse men’s and women’s bathrooms 

 Leveling of pool chem shed 

 General painting at clubhouse 

 Yearly Back-Flow Test 

 

Upcoming Maint. Cont: 

 Road repair 

 Maintenance on dump trailer (de-rusting and patch painting) 

 Sewer main camera work 

 Entrance gate sensor loop replacement 

 Painting roofs of  post office, laundry and clubhouse 

 Landscaping—ongoing 

 Repair of plumbing issue in clubhouse men’s bathroom 

 Repair pool valve  

 

 
Ben Davidson 
CVPOC Maintenance Dept. 
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IS IT ANGER OR IS IT FEAR?  Personal thoughts~Dory Hethcote 
 

 Typically, we experience a primary emotion like fear, loss, or sadness first. Because 
these emotions create feelings of vulnerability and loss of control, they make us uncomforta-
ble. One way of attempting to deal with these feelings is by subconsciously shifting into an-
ger.  Anger is only helpful as a temporary catalyst to realizing that you have a problem and 
may help solve the initial dilemma but is destructive if prolonged and your primary emotion in 
conflict. 
 
 I have been thinking of the unrelenting feelings of discontent and anger I see in our own 
community as they reflect the global angst, fear, and anger we encounter daily.  Helplessness 
to prevent or change events (like the Lahaina fire) along with the anger, and pain, and for 
many of us gives us a sense of immediacy to “do something to make it better” to find someone 
or something to blame in order to manage our sense of impotence.  The only way for me to 
find some sense of peace is to realize that I am angry and need to blame someone or some-
thing for my fears (of abandonment, bills piling up, not enough food, etc.) in order to not feel 
my fear which is the driving emotion. 
  Our need to assign blame keeps us distracted from those emotions we are uncomforta-
ble with.  I personally feel blame is a wasted emotion, it signifies feeling powerless and as-
signs “accountability for the problem” to someone or something outside of ourselves and nev-
er have to feel that we somehow were a part of the issue.  Most often we are a part of the is-
sue…Anger makes us feel powerful and distracts us from the fear of our loss of control 
over our well-being and lives.  I want to encourage all of us to re-evaluate our anger into a 
question.  Why is this upsetting me?  Is it more “fear-based” than “anger-based”? 
 It feels safer to assign blame and so much harder and scarier to acknowledge why you 
feel threatened by something and were unable to pursue a resolution to the problem.  
  I have felt and done all of these things I am talking about and have a personal history 
of ignoring my fear and resorting to anger because it felt safer to me…I do not think it ever 
was very successful or rewarding.   
 
WAYS TO COPE WITH FEAR 
1. Identify what is the real issue you are struggling with 
2. Share this with a friend, family, or therapist with the caveat that you are not asking them to 
fix it for you 
3. Journal or write down your feelings and explore ways to resolve the issue/ or not and just 
the act of writing it down can help 
4. Identify small manageable steps to improving your feelings and situation 
5. If the upset or discord is between neighbors ask to meet over tea, or just a brief sit down to 
see if any way to resolve things 
6. Sometimes there is no resolution and we can choose to move on  and pursue our lives or 
stay stuck in anger  
 
If you trade your authenticity for safety, you may experience the following: anxiety, depres-
sion, eating disorders, addiction, rage, blame, resentment, and inexplicable grief.    
  ~Brene Brown~ 

https://www.findcenter.com/quote/45227/if-you-trade-your-authenticity-for-safety-you-may-experience-the-following-anxiety-depression-eating-disorders-addiction-rage-blame
https://www.findcenter.com/quote/45227/if-you-trade-your-authenticity-for-safety-you-may-experience-the-following-anxiety-depression-eating-disorders-addiction-rage-blame
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From the Garden! 

 

A huge THANK YOU TO Becky 

Lowe and helpers for prettying up 

the compost bins in our garden.  
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The office is still waiting for those who would like to be on a group e-mail list for emergent 
things.    Please let us know.  I have only received two requests to date. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: If you are wondering about the larger type on some things, some of our residents have re-
quested it as they have vision issues.   

 

 

 

 

Please pick up your dog poop, including the poop in 

your yards.    We have small close lots, if you don’t pick 

up your dog waste your neighbor will smell it! 

DO NOT LET YOUR DOG RUN LOOSE—A fine will 

follow! 
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SEPT 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 

Closed Labor 

Day 

5 

Garbage 

 

6 

Yard Waste 

7 

Happy Hour 4-

6 Sandlot 

8 9 

10 

 

11 Garbage 

Texas Holdem 

5-8 

Coffee @10 

12 

Yard Waste 

13 14 15 

ARC 4-5 

Sandlot 

16 

17 18 

Garbage 

Coffee 10 in 

the Sand Lot 

19 

Yard Waste 

20 21 22 23 

24 25  Texas 

Holdem 5-8 

Garbage 

26 Yard 

Waste 

27 28 29 30 

       

Remember Happy Hour!   Bring your own drink and a snack to share 

4-6 In the Sand Lot 

Water Aerobics at 10 every Tuesday and Thursday 
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AUGUST 2023 

 

Here’s to celebrations!  

An anniversary is a time to celebrate the joys of today,  

the memories of yesterday, and the hopes of tomorrow! 

 
If you would like your birthday or anniversary added to our newsletter just let the  

office know. You can call Carlla at 541-997-3312 or just stop by the office;  
we can update our file that you would like to be added. 

 
 

 BIRTHDAYS 
 

Denise Crowe Sept 9th 
Janelle Brown Sept 10th 
Ann Curry  Sept 11th 

 
ANNIVERSARY 

 
Dick and Janelle Brown Sept 30th 
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ACTIVITY COMMITTEE NEWS 

 

Hello everyone!   

Summer is soon coming to an end and some of our residents will be 
traveling back to their winter homes once again.  As we did last 
year we are going to have a chili contest coming up in October.  
Please see the flyer and contestant form in this Newsletter for all 
the information. 

Our annual BBQ was a great success with beautiful warm weather, 
lots of salads, pastas, deserts and the best hamburger and hot 
dogs prepared by Jerry Lowe & Peter Dunbar.   Thank you every-
one who came to enjoy and those that helped with the cooking, set 
up and clean up.  You are all very much appreciated.   

Happy hour first Thursday of the month continues to be a success 
as well as Coffee & Donuts on the third Monday of the month. 

Texas holdem continues every Monday evening 5-8pm with a $5 
buy in.  Come on down and try your luck. 

As we are looking into the months ahead we are hoping to have an-
other Thanksgiving potluck dinner and also doing a Christmas cele-
bration event as well.  More will be revealed as far as dates and 
what to look forward to.  Let us know if you have any ideas like ug-
ly Christmas sweater contest……….? 

We are still looking for some more people to be on the activity 
committee for helping out. 

Regards, 

Activities Committee 
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Wow!  It’s September!   Our children are back 

home from visits, their children are back in 

school. 

 

My family just visited from Arkansas and I 

know many others have had family visiting for 

the summer.     It was fun, and tiring ha ha. 

 

The days are becoming a bit cooler, almost time 

to start planting some new plants in your green-

belt.   I have been visiting various lots discuss-

ing greenbelt restoration and plants.  There are several lots that are cleaning 

up dead debris and starting to add drought resistant plants.    The Rhododen-

drons seem to be really suffering this year, I hope everyone is getting ready to 

use some fertilizer and are watering.  Remember we have fertilizer in the of-

fice for our greenbelts which is the type that is excellent for Rhododendrons 

.   Please stop by and pick up a bag.   It’s paid for out of the greenbelt fund.  

It’s very important if you are “trimming” dead or diseased plants that you sal-

vage every plant you can.   “Trimming” does not mean clearcutting your 

greenbelt and lot.   Of course the interior of your lot is up to you, but the 

greenbelt must remain or be immediately replanted if you remove a plant.     

 

We had some damage to the plants in the front of Coast Village by the en-

trance, it is looking a bit bare but we are waiting for a bit cooler weather to 

plant.  Many of you have voiced dismay over the ground cover die-out we 

will be replanting and also adding some Escallonia  instead of the Rhododen-

drons. 

 A good fertilizer containing sulfur is good for Rhody plants.    

 

There have been some electrical issues with pump stations that we are in the 

process of fixing.   We also had a pump jammed up from what appeared to be 

a diaper of some sort.   We were able to clear it and the pump was not dam-

aged. 

 

Remember, do NOT flush wipes, diapers, pads down your toilets.  This will 

often cause issues with the pump stations.    We are also continuing to see a 

lot of fats in the tanks.   Please, even if I sound like a broken record, do not 

flush grease down the sinks. 

 

Coast Village is currently dealing with some vandalism , neighbor on neigh-

bor.   We are hopeful in most cases this can be resolved peacefully.   Please 

try to communicate before you bring a complaint to the office.    If your best 

QUESTION OF THE 
MONTH: 
 
How can we all participate in 
stopping name calling and gos-
sip? 
 
Recently I had someone ask 
me—how can we stop the gos-
sip in the Community. 
 
Our world seems to be filled 
with anger these days. 
 
Here are some suggestions: 
 

 Stay in your own hula-
hoop (anything outside of 
that is not our business). 

 

 Live and let live. 
 

 Be kind 
 

 When you are pointing fin-
gers at someone look at 
how many fingers are 
pointing back at you. 

 

 Sometimes people are put 
in our lives for a reason.  
Instead of taking their in-
ventory take your own. 

 

 Kindness always makes a 
difference and each of us 
can make a difference in 
this world by simple acts 
of kindness. 

 

 Smile 
 

 Check on your neighbor 
 

 Kind words can be short 
and easy to speak, but their 
echo’s are truly endless.  
Mother Teresa 

 

OPERATIONS, Carlla Van deVyver 

12 
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efforts cannot resolve a difference, feel free to come to the office to see if we can assist.   In most cases we can-

not, but there is now a rule in place to address harassment. 

 

Staff and some residents have come to the office with a complaint of moth balls being thrown on the side of the 

street.  There also seems to be someone throwing birdseed with some sort of “pellet” in it on the street.    DO 

NOT throw things onto the street please.  Moth balls are poison to dogs and cats, we are finding dead rodents 

along the same area.  DO NOT put out poison!   This can harm many animals including our pets not just rodents.   

If you are caught doing this you will have a substantial fine as a result.   

 

Ben has been working hard resealing roofs and painting.   I hope you appreciate how nice it looks and let him 

know.     

 

Remember if you use the pool table in the clubhouse to recover it when you are done with your games.   Let’s 

keep it nice for everyone.  Do not set a drink down on the table. 

 

Someone is using the women’s bathroom and turning on the heat.   That’s okay, but not okay to “leave” it on.   

Please turn it off when you are done.   It might be cool in the morning when you come in but after a couple of 

hours of heat the bathroom is very hot!    Be a part of keeping our electrical bill under control. 

 

The park has been observing the High Fire Danger and no campfires, charcoal BBQ’s, mowing, welding has not 

been allowed.  We can now have a charcoal BBQ but still no campfires. We hope it will soon improve  as we 

want to be able to finish up the trailer repair.    A HUGE thank you to Ben, Mike, Glenn Singley, Larry Ames—

all coming together to make this happen in an affordable way. 

Watch for the announcement on Coast Village Community page when things change. 

 

A number of lot owners have had very strong thoughts on our recycle issues/costs.   In fact a letter from one of 

our owners in in this newsletter. 

 

I want to let people know we are still researching the best way to resolve some of these issues.   Currently we can-

not bundle cardboard and take it to the dump as we are a commercial account and they don’t allow it.   They don’t 

want large loads coming in.    I am currently discussing options with a company in Eugene.    We may have to 

change up “how” we put our recycle in bins which should not be a problem for the majority of us that are not con-

tinuing to dump garbage items and non-recycle items in the dumpsters.   It will be a learning curve for us in gen-

eral as lot owners will have to separate out the recycles, putting can’s in one bin, cardboard in another etc.   I will 

keep everyone updated.   No worries!  We are NOT planning to do away with recycle. 

 

Have a great September everyone! 

 

Carlla 
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 Respect your Community and Follow the Law: 

The office has received many complaints the last few months regarding dogs and the rules sur-

rounding them in public. Although I can’t quote all of the rules from Florence City code title 6 

chapter 6, here are a few regarding homeowner inquiries and complaints. 1) All solid waste must 

be picked up promptly and completely. 2) All dogs must always be on a leash no longer than 6 

feet if the animal is outside your private residence or vehicle. This rule applies to all of Lane 

County, not just CV. 3) An animal is a nuisance if it disturbs any person by frequent or prolonged 

noises. Copies of the Animal control code are available online at the City of Florence website or a 

copy may be provided at the CV office. Complaints must be submitted using the Complaint Form 

available on the CV Website or they can be found in the Club House. Additionally, issues con-

cerning dogs or other animals can also be directed to the Florence Code Enforcement Officer @ 

541-902– 2180 
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NEW 

Coast Village Windbreakers for sale    $35.00 each 

Nicely made, New CV Logo, only a few—stop by the office. 

Sizes, Large, E-Large, 2 XL and 3 XL 
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CHILI COOK-OFF SUNDAY OCTOBER 8TH – 1PM TO 3PM 

PLEASE FILL IN PARTICIPATION / SIGN UP SHEET BELOW IF YOU WISH TO BE A CON-

TESTANT. 

SOURDOUGH ROLLS, CORN BREAD, CHILI CONDIMENTS, COFFEE, WATER AND DE-

SERT PROVIDED BY COAST VILLAGE AND ACTIVITY FUNDS. 

PLEASE BRING YOUR APPETITE AND A $5 DONATION 

SAME AS LAST YEAR YOU WILL BE ABLE TO TEST THE CHILI ENTERED INTO CONTEST 

AND VOTE ON YOUR FAVORITE. 1ST AND 2ND CASH PRIZES WILL BE AWARDED TO WIN-

NERS, $20 2ND PRIZE - $30 1ST PRIZE. 

THIS WILL BE A NICE WAY TO SEND OFF OUR WINTER TRAVELERS AND TO COME TO-

GETHER FOR SOME GOOD FOOD AND FUN. 

SAMPLING AND VOTING AT 1:30PM 

 

CHILI COOK OFF CONTESTANT/SIGN UP   

PLEASE FILL OUT BY OCTOBER 4TH AND BRING TO OFFICE OR 

JUST COME IN AND LET US KNOW. 

COOK NAME:_____________________________________ 

CHILI NAME:______________________________________ 

TAG THE POT WITH (HOT, VEGETARIAN OR  

REGULAR) 

YOUR CHILI NEEDS TO BE IN BY 12:30PM ON THE DAY OF THE CONTEST, SUNDAY 

OCTOBER 8TH. 
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CELEBRATING OUR STAFF: 

 

DONNA SMITH—OFFICE ASSISTANT 

BEN DAVIDSON—MAINTENANCE 

MIKE BRADY—MAINTENANCE 

JENNIFER BRADY—MAINTENANCE 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PAGE 18  COAST VILLAGE  REPORTER  SEPTEMBER  2023 
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 Great to see everyone 

Having a good time. 

Laughter and fun all 
around. 

A huge shout out to the BBQ guys, Jer-

ry and Pete.   Elsie and Donna who set 

things up and kept the food going. 



 

 

PAGE 20  COAST VILLAGE  REPORTER  SEPTEMBER  2023 

 

BBQ Fun! 

It was a great turnout! 

Thank you to everyone who 

participated. 
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Just look at those happy 

smiling faces ! 

 

BBQ FUN! 
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 HOA Recording Secretary: We need someone to take minutes at the monthly 

Board meetings. This would be a commitment 5 times per year.  So a commit-

ment of about 72 hours per year. 

Please contact the office if you would be interested. 

 

For Sale:  96 Road Ranger, 27’ -  Nice and Clean 

$5,500.00 Call Tom at 916-320-6008 

Can be viewed on lot 110 
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ACTIVITIES 

 

DON’T MISS HAPPY HOUR!  FIRST THURSDAY OF EVERY 

MONTH 

HAPPY HOUR EVENT IN THE SANDLOT ROOM 

BRING YOUR OWN DRINKS & MIXER AND AN APPITIZER TO 

SHARE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALSO DON’T FORGET COFFEE AND DOUNUTS AT 10:00 A.M. IN 

THE SAND LOT 
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TELEPHONE FOR SERVICES 

ELECTRICAN—JON TRAIN: 541-271 6869 

TREE SERVICE—JOSH JOHNSON: 541-999-7989 

PLUMBING—VIKING PLUMBING:  541-999-7174 

FLORENCE PET SITTING SERVICE:  512-633-4177 

Serene Abundance Studio Space   

Art—Events—VR:  541-590-3877 

Leann Chapman 

541-999-2423 

Caregiver, 40 years experience 

Available all hours, specialize in home care, dementia, Alzheimer's and 
stroke recovery assistance.  Light housework, shopping, errands.   
Leann lives in our Community. 
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Roger Emigh 

President 

Dory Hethcote 

Treasurer 

Tommy Brunetto 

Director 

Glenn Singley 

Secretary 

Ila Mae Robinson 

Director 

Dave  Cox                 

Vice President 

Nancy Brock 

Director 
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     WALK ABOUT SOUP 

Here’s what you need for this creamy onion soup: 

Sweet Yellow Onions—4 nice size sweet onions 

Butter—3 Tablespoons 

Chicken Broth—4 cups 

Salt and Pepper 

Chicken Bouillon Cubes to taste 

All-purpose Flour 3 Tablespoons 

Milk—2 cups 

Velveeta Cheese—1 cup grated 

I like to use Walla onions, but if you can’t find them you could use 1015 onions or any other 
kind of sweet onion. I find that white onions also work well for this recipe.  

HOW TO MAKE OUTBACK WALKABOUT SOUP 

1. In a medium-sized saucepan, place butter and sliced onions. Cook at low to medium heat, 
stirring frequently until onions are soft and clear but not brown.  

2. Add chicken broth, chicken bouillon cubes, salt, and pepper. Stir until completely heated 
through. 

3. In a small saucepan, melt butter and add flour. Cook on medium heat until the flour turns 
thick and comes away from the side of the saucepan. 

4. Pour milk into the flour mixture a little at a time and stir constantly. Add salt.  

5. Continue to stir constantly until the mixture thickens and becomes like thick pudding.  

6. Remove from heat and set aside until ready to use for the soup.  

7. Add thickened flour mixture (white sauce) and Velveeta cheese to the onion -broth mix-
ture. 

8. Simmer on medium-low heat until the cheese is melted and all ingredients are blended, 
stirring constantly. 

Turn temperature to warm and let cook for an additional 30 to 45 minutes.  
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Did you know Coast Village has a 

Facebook page? Be the first to 

know when announcements are 

made, when neighbors offer some-

thing for sale, or check out the 

photos being shared within our 

community! 

Create a search for  

“Coast Village Community”  

on Facebook and send us a request! 
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Ph 503-820-9359   Fax 503-213-5876 

DANIEL T. GARNER 

Attorney at Law 

Garner Law Office 

1845 Hwy 126, Unit A 

Florence, OR 97439 

A good attorney to meet your legal needs. 

NEED PAINTING DONE?  INSIDE OR OUT. 

NEED YOUR ROOF AND/OR GUTTERS CLEANED, MOSS REMOVED? 

CALL LUCAS AND GINA! 

541-601-9567 

HANDY GAL 

BECKY CULY 

541-901-1779 

Florence, OR  

Yard Maintenance and cleanup, roofs, gutters, light repairs. 
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Penny Wise and Pound Foolish 

 

In the August newsletter, Roger Emigh invited further discussion about recycling at Coast Village. In case you 

missed the annual meeting, Carlla and a couple of other residents proposed to discontinue or reduce recycling 

here because of increased costs. This was voted down at the annual meeting.  

Roger mentioned in his article that one suggestion made at the meeting was to separate cardboard from the oth-

er recyclables and “deal with it ourselves,” meaning that we would all have to “deal with” our own cardboard 

wastes. This was part of what was rejected. I don’t understand why this zombie idea is being revived after being 

voted down.  

Let’s talk about what “dealing with” our cardboard would mean. Here are our choices: 

Each one of us would pile up our cardboard in that big extra dry space we all have somewhere on our tiny 

lots, until we have enough accumulated to justify a trip to the dump. 

Every lot owner would be responsible for driving his or her cardboard to the landfill as needed. No car? 

Oops.  I guess you’ll just have to pay someone to take it for you. Would they do it for the dollar per 

week that each lot saves? Doubt it would even pay for the gasoline, honestly.  

Just put the cardboard in with the rest of the trash which, I suspect, is what 90% of our residents would ac-

tually end up doing.  In that case, how much would our regular trash bill go up? 

If you add all your cardboard to your trash, you may end up with more than one can, which means you can 

be charged (fined) for having too much trash. 

Another person at the meeting said that landfill personnel sort recyclables from mixed trash anyway, so why 

should we pay for recycling?  My husband is a Master Recycler, and during training his class visited a large 

waste management site outside of Eugene. He says that indeed they do have people pulling recyclables out of 

the trash, but much of what might otherwise be recycled cannot be because it’s contaminated with food and oth-

er waste. Imagine being the person having to sort through hundreds of thousands of bags of dog poop, cat litter, 

diapers, broken glass, cans half-full of stale beer or soda, food scraps, home-generated medical waste, etc.! Pre-

sumably the County is paying people to sort this stuff. The more that we community-minded citizens do the 

sorting at the source (our homes), the less has to be done at the landfill. That’s why they encourage sorting. And 

don’t forget, the county also has to pay to develop more landfill space every time the landfill overflows. When 

that happens, of course, people complain about their taxes going up. 

At the meeting another Coast Village member spoke with disdain about residents who “order everything from 

Amazon,” using the recycling bins to dispose of their cardboard. Well, yes. There are people here (and else-

where) who order a lot of stuff online, for whatever reason.  Some enjoy the convenience, some have no vehi-

cle, some are infirm and cannot go shopping on their own. I’m kind of in-between.  I like going to stores, but I 

also order things online that I cannot get in Florence – and there are a lot of things one can’t get here! No one in 

Florence stocks my favorite mouthwash and hand soap. Many items have seriously jacked-up prices locally.  

For example, recently I had to replace the big power cord that goes from the power box to my trailer. The local 

RV places did not have it in stock, and one guy told me he could order one for about $500.  I got one on Ama-

zon (delivered in two days) for $129.  I recycled the box. 

In Coast Village we pay for lots of things that the majority of residents do not use.  Many residents never use 

the kitchen or showers in the community building, but a few use them all the time. We all pay. The pool is a 
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prime example of a very expensive amenity – maybe 30, 35 residents use the pool regularly – but we all pay for 

its operation, maintenance and repairs. That’s what community is all about.  And we are also part of the larger 

community of Lane County that must dispose of our garbage. We pay for that, but the cost is hidden in our 

county tax bills. 

Nearly everyone uses the recycling bins in Coast Village and, according to Roger, it costs each lot $4 a month, 

or about a dollar a week, to recycle. Why burden everyone with having to dispose of their own cardboard?  To 

use an overused comparison – for less than the price of a latte each month (or the price of a large bag of chips, 

if you prefer), we don’t have to “deal with” driving to the landfill to dispose of our cardboard, which would 

probably cost at least a dollar in gasoline for each trip, for those of us who are able to drive. And what is our 

time worth?  

Glenn Singley made what I thought was an excellent suggestion, which Roger didn’t mention as an option in 

his “Ramblings.” Glenn proposed buying a trailer for just cardboard and having our crew take it to the dump as 

needed, rather than paying a waste management company to haul it. It would not be free, but it probably would-

n’t cost as much as outsourcing the hauling, and would perhaps allow us to reduce the number of our recycle 

bins to one. It would also prevent a massive increase in cardboard in the Coast Village trash stream because 

most people will not take their own to the landfill. We would simply have to pay to have the unsorted trash 

hauled away. Seriously, let’s look into Glenn’s idea. 

Let’s be clear.  If it is decided that we will discontinue recycling, we are not going to get our $4 a month back. 

Our HOA fees will not go down and we will not get a rebate.  We will simply lose another amenity that most of 

us have enjoyed since moving here.   

Vicki  

 

 

 

 

 


